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retracted within the cavity of the head. Eyes may be present
or absent.
There are three pairs of running legs clothed in hairs; one
or two claws occur on the tarsi. The abdomen, which may
be linear or globular in form, consists of from six to twelve
segments. Abdominal appendages of varying form are
always present, of which the most characteristic are the
abdominal styles and sacs on segments one to eight, varying
in the groups, and the long cerci of the Tliysanum and the
furcula and ventral tube of the Collembola. In all these insects,
the body is clothed in hairs to a greater or less extent; some-
times longer clubbed hairs are present, and in some forms, the
body bears flat scales, which somewhat resemble those of
Lepidoptera. The alimentary system is simple; Malpighian
tubules are sometimes absent. The nervous system is of the
primitive Annelidan type, though in some groups the abdominal
ganglia are wanting, or are fused with the last thoracic ganglion.
The tracheal system is often little developed, being sometimes
entirely absent. Remarkable variations exist in the form of
the genitalia, especially in the Thysanura.
Apterygota occur in a variety of situations, but, speaking
generally, Thysanura are found more abundantly in warm
regions and dampness is not an essential feature of their
surroundings, while Collembola seem to prefer temperate
regions and are always found in damp situations.
Their economic importance is very slight; a few TTiysanura
are minor household pests, and some of the Collembola damage
roots and seeds of plants.